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Dear Ms. Minas Masihi,
 
Thank you for your letter of May 26, 2025, and associated submissions related to PRA
PR8-031025-02.  I appreciate your timely follow-up to your schedule commitments. I
recognize that your review is as yet incomplete and further submissions will be
forthcoming.
 
Allow me to make a few comments on the material submitted thus far.
 
2007.04.03 SB 990
 
The email thread during the early stages of drafting SB 990 between Rick Brausch
(DTSC), Dan Hirsch and Jennifer Richard and Laura Plotkin (both staffers to Senator
Shiela Kuehl) illustrates several things.

(1) Clearly Brausch and Hirsch were in collusion.
(2) Clearly Hirsch was the ghost writer of SB 990, unless Brausch would like to
also acknowledge being a ghost writer.
(3) Brausch is appropriately cautious providing advice to Hirsch and Kuehl’s staff,
saying “My providing it should not be considered an indication of the
Department’s or the Administration’s position on the bill.”
(4) the absence of Kuehl herself in the communication suggest that she was a
convenient “patsy”  and a background player in SB 990.
(5) The misspelling of “Susana” is indicative of the carelessness of the players.

 
2007.04.04 Final Draft (I hope) of SB 990 (Kuehl) Amendments
 
Further evidence that Hirsch was ghost-writing SB 990 … “here is my markup.”
 
There is no way that Kuehl herself or her staff had the historical/technical knowledge to
have drafted SB 990, especially the paragraphs in Section 2, defining the “unique”
nature of SSFL.  These were obviously written by Hirsch.
 
Note the continued multiple spellings of “Susana” and “Susanna.”
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Sent Via Email 
 
May 26, 2025 
 
Mr. Phil Rutherford 
email@philrutherford.com  
 
RE: PUBLIC RECORDS ACT REQUEST; PRA#: PR8-031025-02 - “SANTA SUSANA 
FIELD LABORATORY – SB-990 & 2010 Administrative Orders on Consent (2010 
AOCs)” 
 
Dear Mr. Rutherford, 
 
On March 7th, 2025, the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) received your 
California Public Records Act request via email. This is a follow-up to our letter dated 
April 28, 2025, stating that we would provide a response by May 26, 2025. 
 
DTSC has completed its initial search for and review of records in its possession that 
are responsive to your request. Please be advised that some of the records that are 
responsive to your request were exempt from disclosure under the California Public 
Records Act because they contain personal or private information (Gov. Code, §§ 
7927.700, 7927.705, 7928.300, and 7928.300). Thus, those sections of the files have 
been redacted. The email to which this cover letter was attached includes a link to those 
responsive documents.  
 
We are continuing to evaluate responsive records and expect to provide a further 
response by June 23, 2025. To the extent we can provide responsive records prior to 
this date, we will do so. 
 
 
Sincerely, 


Anaeis Minas Masihi 
 
Anaeis Minas Masihi 
Senior Legal Analyst 
anaeis.minasmasihi@dtsc.ca.gov 
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cc: Daniel Knight 
 DTSC PRA Coordinator 
 Daniel.Knight@dtsc.ca.gov 
  


Elena Miller 
DTSC Assistant Chief Counsel 
Elena.Miller@dtsc.ca.gov  


 
 Paige Higginson 
 DTSC Staff Counsel 


Paige.Higginson@dtsc.ca.gov  
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It is unbelievable that these two email threads, one day apart are the only
communications in DTSC’s possession, between Brausch, Hirsch, Kuehl, and her
staffers during the period prior to February 23, 2007, when Kuehl introduced SB 990 and
October 14, 2007, when Governor Schwarzenegger signed SB 990 into law.
 
2007.10.16 Constituent Call
 
Much of the email thread following the signing of SB 990, between Laura Plotkin of
(Kuehl’s Office) and Norm Riley (the new DTSC SSFL Project Director) pertained to
Dayton Canyon and Runkle Ranch issues and are irrelevant to the PRA request.
However, several comments related to SB 990 were of interest.
 
Laura Plotkin astutely recognized that SB 990 would have “ongoing challenges.”
 
Riley observed that Hirsch had “mixed feelings” about the Boeing/State negotiations
regarding Boeing’s commitment to donate SSFL as open space/parkland in exchange for
amending SB 990 to require a residential cleanup standard.  Riley believed “the
compromise is a good one.”
 
Laura Plotkin then observed that “Dan is disappointed in what he sees as a downgrading
of standards …” Plotkin clearly had a lot of faith and hope that Norm Riley would ensure
the Boeing/State agreement is implemented and cleanup will be achieved.
However, Hirsch was clearly already anticipating 2010 AOC and eliminating Norm Riley.
 
2007.12.20 Kuehl and Brownley Letters
 
On December 6, 2007, USEPA recommended to Governor Schwarzenegger that SSFL be
put on the Superfund National Priorities List (NPL). Activists, legislators, and the public
initially rejoiced in anticipation of SSFL becoming a Superfund Site. Dan Hirsch is quoted
in a Daily News article as saying, “The community has been praying for a decade that this
site would be added to the Superfund list. If the governor blocks Superfund listing, he
would be doing a favor to the polluter and a grave injustice to the people who live near
the site.” 
 
Four days later, presumably at Hirsch’s urging, Senator Kuehl, and Assemblywoman
Brownley drafted letters addressed to Governor Schwarzenegger (doubtless ghost-
authored by Hirsch).  These drafts (provided by you) were sent by Hirsch to Brausch and
Riley for information.  Both letters urged Schwarzenegger to agree to USEPA’s
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designating SSFL as a Superfund Site. The Kuehl letter is embedded in Hirsch’s email,
while the Brownley letter is an attachment to the Hirsch email. Neither letter has a
letterhead, and neither letter has a signature. Were these letters sent to
Schwarzenegger, and if so why would DTSC not have copies?
 
Linda Adams, then Secretary of CalEPA, is on distribution for both letters. Linda Adams
is included in the list of names in my March 7, 2025, PRA request email. The following
month, on January 15, 2008, Linda Adams, supported by Hirsch and dozens of other
activist organizations, requested USEPA for a  6-month deferment to Superfund listing.
On July 11, 2008,  Linda Adams requested a further 6-month deferment in which Brausch
and Riley are on distribution.
 
Clearly, between December 2007 and January 2008, Hirsch/Adams, dismissed the
Kuehl/Brownley letters, deciding that the SB 990 agricultural land use mandate was
preferable to the Boeing/State agreed residential land use and/or the Superfund CERCLA
realistically anticipated land use of open space/parkland.
 
Why does DTSC not have in its possession more communications during this time period
to document these backroom deals between activists, state legislators, and state
regulatory officials? See below.
 
2008.02.15 SSFL- Meeting with US EPA Region IX
 
Triplicate copies of email notices from Rick Brausch, of a planned meeting on February
15, 2008, between USEPA, CalEPA, DTSC, activists, and state and federal legislative
staffers,  are non-informative.  What would be informative is,
 

1. The meeting agenda
2. “… requests that were made of U.S.EPA in California’s request for deferral of the

NPL listing.”
3. PowerPoint charts of the meeting.
4. Transcripts/minutes/agreements of the meeting.

 
2008.07.10 These Will Just be Sent to You Anyway
 
Communication from Chris Rowe to Norm Riley transmitting various social media
publications from activists, including Liz Crawford, is not relevant to the PRA request.
 
As clarified in my March 31, 2025, email to you, I am looking for direct evidence of long-
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term collusion between Hirsch and Brausch/DTSC/CalEPA to subvert and delay
remediation at SSFL.
 
2008.12.15 Town Hall on the Santa Susana Field Laboratory
 
Communication between Chris Rowe and Norm Riley is not relevant to the PRA request.
 
Sincerely,
 
Phil  Rutherford
Mobile:  +1 818-912-1501
email@philrutherford.com
www.philrutherford.com
 
 

From: Minas Masihi, Anaeis@DTSC <Anaeis.MinasMasihi@dtsc.ca.gov> 
Sent: Monday, May 26, 2025 2:46 PM
To: email@philrutherford.com
Cc: Knight, Daniel@DTSC <Daniel.Knight@dtsc.ca.gov>; Miller, Elena@DTSC
<Elena.Miller@dtsc.ca.gov>; Higginson, E. Paige@DTSC <Paige.Higginson@dtsc.ca.gov>
Subject: PR8-031025-02

 
Good afternoon,
 
I hope this email finds you well.
Attached please find DTSC’s correspondence regarding your Public Records Act
request.
The OneDrive link to the first set of produced file is here:  PRA Production Set 1 -
PR8-031025-02.
 
 
Thank you.
 
Anaeis Minas Masihi (She/Her)
Senior Legal Analyst
Office of Legal Counsel
Department of Toxic Substances Control
9211 Oakdale Avenue
Chatsworth, CA 91311
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